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Objectives

Describe new graduate nurse characteristics 

Discuss preventable harm simulation in the new graduate nurses’ 
transition to practice period.
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Today’s Entry-Level Registered Nurse

• Acute hospital facility located in an urban area

• Caring for medical-surgical, critical care, ED 
patients

• Aging patient population

• Unstable chronic conditions

• Behavioral/emotional conditions

• End-of-life care

• Preceptor or Formal internship or residency for 
13 weeks

Entry-Level Nurse Characteristics and the 
Practice Environment

• Dependent practice

• Lack of confidence

• Ineffective clinical judgment

• Poor self-actualization

• Anxiety & Stress

•Difficulty managing complex 
care situations

• Increased cognitive burden

•Responsible for delivering 
complex patient care

•Minimum support
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RN NCLEX Practice Analysis Data
2014, 2017, & 2021
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*The axis of average weeks in formal internship is on the right hand side. 

RN NCLEX Practice Analysis Data
2014, 2017, & 2021
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Average hours spent in different categories of nursing activities

Management of Care

Safety and Infection Control

Health Promotion and Maintenance

Psychosocial Integrity

Basic Care and Comfort

Pharmacological and Parenteral
Therapies

Reduction of Risk Potention

Physiological Adaptation
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Overview
New Graduate Nurses’ 

Ineffective   
Clinical Judgment

(Brown et al., 2022)

Delivery of Safe, Effective Care
(Gonzalez et al., 2021; Dickison et al., 2019)

Transition to Practice with 
Preventable Harm Simulation
(Brown et al., 2022; Jang & Park, 2021)

Lack of Patient 
Experiences

(Gonzalez, 2021)

Aging 
Population

Comorbidities
(AACN, 2021)

Increase Clinical 
Complexity

(Dickison et al., 2019)

What is the effect of 
preventable harm 
simulation on new 
graduate nurses’ clinical 
judgment behaviors?
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Methodology

• New Graduate Nurses

• Nurse Raters

• Lasater Clinical Judgment Rubric

• Pre/Post Preventative Harm Simulation Scenarios

• Intervention Preventative Harm Simulation Scenario

• Formative Evaluation

• Participant Evaluations

Methodology

Session Activity

Session 1
Pre-intervention preventable harm simulation with 
nurse rater observation*

Intervention Preventable harm simulation case discussion

Session 2
Post-intervention preventable harm simulation with 
nurse rater observation*

*Formative Evaluation Checklist Completed
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Lasater Clinical Judgment Rubric
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Noticing

Interpreting

Responding

Reflecting

Data 
Collection
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Results
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Pre-Simulation Post-Simulation

LCJR Scores

M = 25.86, SD = 3.93 M = 30.59, SD = 4.58
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Nurse Rater Assignment
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NGN Group
Nurse Rater Pre-

Simulation

Nurse Rater Post-

Simulation

1 A 3 3

2 A 3 3

3 B 1 1

4 C 4 3

5 C 4 4

6 C 4 4

7 C 2 2

8 D 2 2

9 D 2 2

10 D 4 4

11 D 2 2
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Simulation Scenarios
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Findings & Clinical Implications
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The study intervention proved to have a positive impact on NGN clinical judgment 
behaviors

Significant contribution to the body of knowledge 

Recommendations on NGN transition to practice activities

Overall, NGN participants stated that the pre-simulation, simulation review, and post-
simulation activities were extremely helpful in facilitating clinical judgment behaviors
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Thank You
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