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WHY ARE PRECEPTORS IMPORTANT?

Preceptors are nurses working in healthcare settings who mentor, monitor,
teach, provide feedback, and assess early-career nurses and have a crucial role
in helping new nurses develop the skills and knowledge necessary to provide
care in an increasingly complex healthcare environment. 

Preceptors are critical to nurse retention as they provide both training and a
strong support system for nurses entering practice.

It is estimated that nearly 25% of new nurses leave their positions in the
first year, further demonstrating the importance of preceptors. 

According to a 2024 analysis, the average cost of turnover for bedside
RNs is $56,300 per nurse; this turnover costs hospitals an average of $3.9 -
$5.8 million annually.

A 2019 systematic review found that preceptorship programs reduced
turnover by an average of 11%. 

The National Advisory Council on Nurse Education and Practice has
recommended that Congress allocate specific funding to programs that
promote an increase in the number of nurse faculty and clinical preceptors.

Research has found that financial incentives can help attract and retain high-
quality preceptors while also mitigating some of the effects of occupational
burnout.   

The Providing Real-World Education and Clinical Experience by
Precepting Tomorrow's Nurses Act or the PRECEPT Nurses Act
(H.R.392/S.131) is a bipartisan bill that will provide a $2,000 tax credit for
nurses who serve at least 200 hours as a clinical preceptor to nursing
students, advanced practice nursing students, or newly hired licensed
nurses in a Health Professional Shortage Area. 

CONTACT

655 K Street NW
Suite 750 
Washington, DC 20001 
202-463-6930   @AACNPolicy

Trede, F. et. al. 2016. Conceptualisations and perceptions of the nurse preceptor's role: A scoping review. Nurse
Education Today (36) 268-274. Retrieved from:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0260691715003020

1.

 NSI Nursing Solutions. 2024. 2024 NSI National Health Care Retention & RN Staffing Report. Retrieved from:
https://www.nsinursingsolutions.com/documents/library/nsi_national_health_care_retention_report.pdf

2.

 Brook, J. et. al. 2019. Characteristics of successful interventions to reduce turnover and increase retention of early
career nurses: A systematic review. International Journal of Nursing Studies (91 ) 47-51. Retrieved from:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0020748918302591

3.

 National Advisory Council on Nurse Education and Practice. 2021. Preparing Nurse Faculty, and Addressing the
Shortage of Nurse Faculty and Clinical Preceptors. 17th Report to the Secretary of Health and Human Services and the
U.S. Congress. Retrieved from:
https://web.archive.org/web/20240128030920/https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/advisory-
committees/nursing/reports/nacnep-17report-2021-508.pdf

4.

 Novotny, N. and D. Stark. 2020. Nationwide use, challenges, facilitators, and impact of preceptors in prelicensure
clinical nursing education. Journal of Nursing Education and Practice 10(6) 36-46. Retrieved from:
https://www.sciedupress.com/journal/index.php/jnep/article/view/16885

5.

H.R.392 was introduced
January 14, 2025 by

Reps. Jennifer Kiggans
(R-VA-02),  Claudia

Tenney (R-NY-24), David
Joyce (R-OH-14), and
Jim Costa (D-CA-21).

---
S.131 was introduced on

January 16, 2025 by
Sens. Mark Kelly (D-AZ)
and Marsha Blackburn

(R-TN).

2

 2

    

3 

5

 1 

4

www.aacnnursing.org


